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!• Various Informants have In recant weeks supplied ; >■» . itni mutus-Ily 

eonflrmatoipr reports stating that signs of discontent can nw be observed 
both in tke Bulgarian regular (career) army and among troops doing their 
tour of military duty. Discontent among the troops seems to be widespread. 
An undetermined number^ouroe can give no specific Information 3s to 
numbers but can say only mansj of soldiers have followed the old Bulgstlan 
custom of taking to the moimtalns. They do this« however, only if there 
is no ehanee of getting aeross the strictly guarded frontier. "Soldiers 
Sjbrving in frontier garrisons » however, appear terrorized, as a result of 
'^Instructions* (presumebly threats) given them. 

2. Some soldiers are reported to have been shot, when they were detected 
trying to get away^ with full equipment, on their return from maneuvers. 

3. Thli eltiuatlon appCMAtly expl^ It has been thought necessary to 

send 200 Bulgarian officera, Just beak from polltleo-mllitary training 

In the USSR and from aervlea with tha Sovlat Armyi to Bulgarian units. MI 
theaa men seem to be serving as polltloal eoBialaaars. 
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4. These new eoamlaaars have reeelved powers more extended than in the past. 

They have power to punish soldiers aevsraly for offenses againrt the regime. 
They also have the rl^t to e88eaa)le a looal eourt-martial of a new sort, 

^^0 try soldiers eaught trying to cross the frontiers, without the Bulgarian 
Armyts usual eourt-martial proeedure, end without reference to the Bulgarian 
equivalent of the JAQ. These extraordinary courts-martial, summoned only by 
the political eoHidasar^ have the rli^t to pass- we death sentence by shooting 
In eCses where Bulgarian soldiers have tried to pkss the frontier. Some 
soldiers are reported to be Joining realstanee ^oups in the mountains. 
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